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NSW GOVERNMENT MEANS BUSINESS FOR HAWKESBURY FOOD AND WINE
The Hawkesbury region's best food and wine produce is being promoted this week at a NSW Government organised food and wine showcase at NSW Parliament, NSW Speaker and Member for Riverstone John Aquilina said today while launching the event.

Mr Aquilina said the week-long showcase was the second in a series of quarterly NSW Government events to promote the State's regions.

“This NSW Government showcase will highlight the quality and diversity of food and wine in the Hawkesbury region to key influencers, and aims to promote and encourage regional tourism, business and investment,” Mr Aquilina said.

“The week-long showcase will introduce Sydney providores, chefs, restaurateurs, food and beverage managers and retailers to leading regional food and wine suppliers from the Hawkesbury.

“The initiative aims to open doors for NSW business by generating metropolitan supply contracts for Hawkesbury companies and producers and by featuring food, wine and tourism as part of an integrated business development strategy,” he said.

Mr Aquilina said as well as quarterly food and wine showcases the NSW Government was promoting the State's food and wine regions in a number of other ways.

“For example, last year the Government arranged for the NSW Parliament House wine list to be revamped to feature only NSW wines, using the Top 40 wines judged at the annual NSW Wine Awards as the basis for selection.

“The Government's successful Regional Food Tours are being broadened to include the wine industry to enable key Sydney sommeliers, restaurateurs, distributors and tourism operators, as well as media, to be introduced to small-to-medium sized wineries in selected regions.

“At the individual supplier level, the Department of State and Regional Development is providing financial and advisory assistance to regional food and wine companies to tap into new domestic and export markets.

“We have also heavily promoted our regions at the successful Wine Australia exhibition, through the publication of a NSW Wine and Food Map and the recent production with News Limited of a million copies of a quality NSW Fine Wines magazine,” he said.

Mr Aquilina said the Hawkesbury has historically been a food bowl for Sydney, dating back to the time of Governor Macquarie when the settlement at Sydney Cove turned to the Hawkesbury as a vital food source.

“Today the region continues to provide a dynamic food and wine culture and is strongly supported through the efforts of the local Hawkesbury Harvest group.

“The NSW Government most emphatically does not see the Hawkesbury region as ‘land in waiting’ for urban development. Agriculture has a very strong future in the Hawkesbury and the NSW Government is proud to play its part.

“This week's Hawkesbury Food and Wine Showcase will provide industry figures with a taste of the region's best produce, but I also encourage Sydney residents to take the time to visit this great destination on Sydney's doorstep,” he concluded.

Mr Aquilina was joined at the launch by Member for Londonderry Allan Shearan and Member for Hawkesbury Steven Pringle.
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Attached are photographs of:

· (L-R) Steven Pringle, John Aquilina, John Maguire from Enniskillen Orchard in the Grose Valley, and Allan Shearan; and

· (L-R) Allan Shearan, John Houston from Pepe’s Ducks in South Windsor, John Aquilina and Steven Pringle.
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