FARM GATE ROUNDUP Saturday 24th March 2007

Alan Eagle: 02 45 671143  (Pine Crest Orchard)  0415244477 (M)

Alan Good Morning,

Good Morning Simon, good to be with you

Where are you today?

Simon, I have jumped in the car and driven up the mountains. it a bit chilly this morning.  I am here with John Galbraith who own and runs Pine Crest Orchard. It is a pick your own orchard in Bilpin and John is one farmer that believes in educating all visitors about what make a good farm, in fact he supplements his income by some teaching farming via the TAFE system.

Would you like to chat with John.

Good Morning John,

Good Morning Simon

How big is the Orchard John ?

The farm is 40 Acres of which 15 acres are under Orchard.

Can you tell me a little of how you got into farming ?

I completed a course on farming in Victoria and worked for the Depart of Ag and then 4 years at Batlow, managing an Apple Farm and then bought Pine Crest Orchard at Bilpin in 1972. 

Seven children and 35 years later I am still at it.

What varieties of Apples do you grow ?

When we started at Bilpin there were only Apples and we found out pretty soon that we need more variety and other crops like Plums, Peaches, Nashi and European Pears, Quince, Persimmons but the varieties of Apples are:

Jonathon, Gala, Pink Lady etc.

When and why did you decide to get into Pick you own?

Has the Technologies of Farming changed much over the last 35 years?

Do you use any chemicals on the fruit? 

Alan mentioned you enjoy teaching and educating visitors, what are the courses you teach ?

Have you been able to convert any of your Children into Farming?

Well Simon,

I have one that does Fencing that loves farming but knows it is tough, one in Tourism, one is a Dietician, one is a journalist, one who works with Disabled kids, a managing Director (stay at home mum) and one still at school. In the early days the Orchard was filled with lots of laughter and it also was a quite place to be. Their all good kids and you never know what will happen in the future.

Thanks John, Can you hand me back to Alan

Wow Simon, A life time of Apples, Apples and more fruit. John is certainly passionate about this farm.  

Alan, what is happening with the rest of the produce on the trail.

Vicki called from the Hawkesbury Vegie Farm and has lot of fresh vegies, 

Corn, Leek, Celery, White Radish, Tobago Potatoes, Capsicum, Egg Plant, Silver Beet, Lettuce, Chinese and normal Cabbage, Endive, Chicory and Zucchini  

And have the Figs arrived?

Eniskillen have their are local Figs in at Grose Vale, Roses at Dural, we also have Game, Duck and other cuts of meat, plenty of flowers on the Trail. 

How are the nuts going?

The picking season has been running for two weeks now and there is plenty on the trees. Nutwood Farm the second pick your own farm at Mt Irvine is a small Boutique Farm and is a special place to be.  It has gentle sloping paddocks so you can get around ok and you can picnic on the property. Bev Carrurthers your host is very passionate about the farming nuts.  It is on Danes Way Mount Irvine.

There is only 4 or so weeks to go in the nut picking season so go early.

What else is happing on the trail.

Field Vegetable Demonstration Block on the Yarramundi Paddocks at UWS-H, Richmond (Southee Rd), on 29th March to show Good Agricultural Practice (especially soil & water and pest & disease management - with seasonal veg variety comparison demos as the carrot to get growers to attend)

The fabulous Collectors Plant Fair at Bilpin is on the 21st and 22nd April. Over 40 Flower stall, with many rare and unusual plants, expert advice and a most beautiful property. It is worth the trip to just sit and look over the valleys in the mountains.

Bella Vista Farm Open Day is on 1st April 

William Wilberforce Day is on tomorrow. This is an all day event about the man behind the name of the Town.  

National Farm Day, 26th and 27th May

National Farm Day is when a farm family hosts a city family for a day for a real hands-on experience and a greater understanding of the day-to-day life of the farming family. 

Farm Day aims to foster a greater understanding of farming amongst urban Australians through a farming family sharing their life with a city family for a day of 'fun, friendship and understanding'. The inaugural Farm Day was held in Victoria in May 2006 and was such a success that it is now a national event. 

Plenty of Galleries Open: The Tony Moffit Exhibition at Breewood Galleries is unusual. Photo realism.  Fruit on a table which looks like you can pick it up and eat.

Community Cooking Fun is on this Sunday at the  Hawkesbury Earth Care Centre, on the UWS Hawkesbury Campus (9am – 12 noon) This is a real community event using fresh ingredients where people can get together and have a chat over a great meal.

Listeners can get a free Farm Gate Trail Map and all this information on the website by going to  

www.hawkesburyharvest.com.au 

Listed below are some of the members of Hawkesbury Harvest that would be happy to see you.

Dural Galston Area.

	Place
	Address
	Telephone
	Opening Hours
	Map #

	The Geranium Nursery and Cafe
	828 Old Northern Rd. Dural
	0296520475
	7 Days 

9am – 5pm
	34

	Nati Bros Roses
	790 Old Northern Rd. Dural
	0296511375
	7 Days

8am – 5pm
	35

	Berry Good Farms
	53 Arcadia Rd Galston
	0296531311
	7 Days

8am – 5pm
	37

	Lauders Loft
	14 Black Rd

Arcadia
	0296532422
	24 Hours
	38

	Galston Strawberries at 359
	359 Galton Rd Galston
	0296531082
	Fri, Sat –Sun

10 am – 3 pm
	36

	Balanced Essential
	3046 Old Northern Road Glenorie
	0296520555
	Weekdays only, other by Appointment
	44

	Alpacandes Alpaca Lodge
	
	0296531693
	By Appointment
	

	Darling Mills Farm
	
	0296551339
	By Appointment
	

	Virgina Wool Farm Works
	
	0296541069
	By Appointment
	

	Waddells Packing Shed
	377 Galston Rd

Galston
	0296531331
	Open till mid April
	


If you are interested in a tour of the Farm Gate Trail:  Ryan Thompson from Good Az Gold Tours can organise a personalised tour of your choice.  Please contact Ryan on 0408973267 or Hawkesbury Sightseeing Tours, Janice Hart. 0408751422

West River Run

	Place
	Address
	Telephone
	Opening Hours
	Map #

	The Orange Spot
	247 Wilberforce Rd Windsor
	0245772763
	Thurs – Sun 9am – 6pm
	26

	M& A Butchery
	62 King Road, Wilberforce
	0245751233
	Mon-Fri 7am – 6pm, Sat 7am – 2pm
	27

	The Hawkesbury Vegetable Farm
	13 Carrs Rd, Wilberforce
	0245763529
	Saturday Only 9am – 3pm. or ring for appointment (0417443057)
	28

	Tizzana Winery
	518 Tizzana Rd, Ebenezer
	0245791150
	Sat –Sun 12noon – 6pm. Weekday by Appointment.
	29

	Talai Estate
	748 Wisemans Ferry Rd. Maroota South
	0245728493
	Fri, Sat, Sun 10am – 6pm
	51

	Renaissance Rocking Horses & The Loft at Rocking Horse Lodge
	143 Pitt Town Road

Pitt Town
	0245778697
	7 Days
	50

	The Strawberry Farm
	271 Windsor Rd. Vineyard.
	0245776545
	7 days

9am – 5pm.
	

	Hawkesbury River Prawns
	
	Troy Ireland
	0407664756
	

	Desert to Bush
	
	Michael
	0419127599
	

	Gary Howard’s Hawkesbury River Prawns
	
	Gary
	0245754009


	

	St Albans Gallery
	17 Wharf Road

St Albans
	0245682286
	11am – 5pm

 Sat Sun & PH
	

	Deschamps Delights
	241 St Albans Road Lower McDonald
	02 45 664 530
	10am - 4pm Tuesday, Thursday, Saturday and Sunday
	53


If you are interested in a tour of the Farm Gate Trail:  Ryan Thompson from Good Az Gold Tours can organise a personalised tour of your choice.  Please contact Ryan on 0408973267 or Hawkesbury Sightseeing Tours, Janice Hart. 0408751422

North River Run

	Place
	Address
	Telephone
	Opening Hours
	Map #

	Pepes Ducks
	17 Walker St South Windsor
	0245 774233
	Mon-Fri 8am – 3pm. Open on Sat from Oct – 7am – 12noon. 
	21

	Penrith Valley Oranges
	800 Castlereagh Rd Castlereagh
	0247762332
	Jan – Jun 9.00am to 5pm 7 days
	20

	Breewood Gallery
	310 Windsor St Richmond
	0245789100
	Mon-Sat 9am -5.30pm
	19

	Panthers North Richmond
	33 Beaumont Av North Richmond
	0245711757
	Daily from 11.30am
	18

	Tanglin Lodge Alpaca
	128 Tennyson Road Tennyson
	0245766929
	By Appointment Only
	16

	Enniskillen Orchard
	753 Grose Vale Rd Grose Vale
	0245721124
	Wed – Sun 9.30am – 6pm
	15

	Sebel Resort and Spa Hawkesbury
	61 Richmond Rd Windsor
	0245774222
	Every Day
	23

	Blue Mountains Natural Spring Water
	11 Grandview Lane Bowen Mountain
	0245721275
	Mon – Fri 9am -5pm.  Weekend by Appointment
	

	Packing Shed Patchwork
	201 Cabbage Tree Road Grose Vale. (street on map)
	0245721126
	By Appointment
	65

	Kurrajong Kitchens
	
	0245773299
	By Appointment
	


If you are interested in a tour of the Farm Gate Trail:  Ryan Thompson from Good Az Gold Tours can organise a personalised tour of your choice.  Please contact Ryan on 0408973267 or Hawkesbury Sightseeing Tours, Janice Hart. 0408751422

Mountains Run

	Place
	Address
	Telephone
	Opening Hours
	Map #

	Kookootonga Walnut and Chestnut Farm
	247 Mt Irvine Rd, Mt Irvine
	0247562136
	9am –5pm in Seasoan
	1

	Nutwood Farm
	22 Danes Way Mt Irvine
	0247562191
	Sat – Sun 

10.00am – 5pm
	63

	Fernbrook Garden & Botanical Gallery
	2 Queen St Kurrajong Heights
	0245677330
	Fri – Mon 120am – 4.30pm. March to December
	11

	Pine Crest Orchard
	2549 Bells Line of Road
	0245671143
	Mid Jan - April
	6

	Mount Tomah Botanical Gardens
	Bells Line of Road, Mount Tomah
	0245672154
	Mar – Sept 10 – 4pm Oct- Feb 10 – 5pm
	2

	Loxley on Bellbird Hill
	993 Bells Line of Road, Kurrajong Hills
	0245677711
	7 Days
	12

	Lochiel House 
	1259 Bells Line of Road, Kurrajong Heights
	0245677754
	Wed –Sun 10am -3pm, 6pm -9pm
	10

	Sassafras Creek
	83 Old Bells Line of Road Kurrajong
	024573 0988
	Hours: 7 days a week 9 am to 5 pm until Christmas
	61

	Toque Restaurant
	85 Bells Line of Road
	02 45732724
	Wed – Sun 
	62

	Shields Orchard
	2270 Bells Line of Road
	02 45671206
	7 Day, in Season

 Jan – Mid may.
	64

	Town and Country Gardens
	
	0245672026
	Open 10am to 4pm, Sun and  Mon in Oct, Nov, Jan, Feb and Mar or by appointment at other times
	66

	Mt Tomah Farm
	Bells Line of Rd Mt Tomah
	0245672029
	By Appointment
	

	
	
	
	
	


