Farm Gate Trail Round Up – 3rd September 2005

David Mason Hawkesbury Harvest Board member - 0411 128 456 – 4588 2144
What have you got for us today David
September is the direct opposite of August Simon– little on in August, plenty to do in September.  There is so much in fact that the best thing I can suggest is that people go to the HH website and look at ‘coming events’.  
Spring has definitely sprung

Yes and what I would like to do today is to give your listeners plenty of time to plan to come out into the Hawkesbury on the weekend of the 17th and 18th September – two weeks away 
Make a weekend of it

Simon it is going to be the most fantastic weekend and if people plan now they can have a wonderful break away without having to drive for hours to get to a place where they can leave their cares behind
The Farm Gate Trail that is on the doorstep of Sydney.  So what is on the weekend of the 17th and 18th?

Firstly there is the Hawkesbury Community Expo which is a combined University of Western Sydney, Hawkesbury Harvest and Earthcare Event.  This will commence at 10 am and go to 4 pm at the Richmond Campus of UWS.  This campus was the old Hawkesbury Agricultural College with its historic buildings aplenty and tours to suit  
We will be broadcasting etc ……
This event is a first and will be featuring so many great things for people of all ages:

Bands of all kinds including the Richmond Air Base Big Band, dancing dogs and dog obedience demonstrations, the 5th Regiment Light Horse – Hawkesbury Mounted Troup displays, a Carnivale Parade, baby animal farm, boomerang throwing, martial arts display, reptiles, model club display, Fairlane Car Club, mini lectures on forensic science, new smart foods, new plants from science, small animal behaviour and training, DNA profiling.  Winery tours and taste testing.  The Earthcare centre will be having a Sustainability Fair with children’s activities and great organic food.  There will also be plenty of education and awareness stalls including NSW Department of Primary Industries, Wires, Greening Australia, Sydney Water, Alternative Technology Australia, National Parks and Wildlife. Hawkesbury Harvest will also have a food and produce stall.  Plus plenty more.

Entry is free and there is plenty of parking - What’s next on that weekend?

Artburst in the Vineyard which showcases a Harvest trail of Hawkesbury food, wines and art.  
I remember I opened the first Artburst in the Vineyard a few years ago at Tizzana
That’s right Simon and it has expanded to include another two wineries that belong to Hawkesbury Harvest – Talai Estate and First Farm Vineyard as well as another four local vineyards and exhibits by local artists.  

The wine industry is expanding out in the Hawkesbury.  
It is.  People are recognising they can have a life style associated with growing wines and yet still be in easy strike of Sydney to enjoy its many cultural and social features.  
Anything else that people can plan to do?

Yes.  The wineries have involved several other Hawkesbury Harvest members to demonstrate the richness of the local food and arts.  Visitors can view the ceramics and art at Tizzana, visit Lana Ezzy’s needlework at her Packing Shed Patchwork studio, eat local food and see more art at Sassafras Creek Gallery and be blown away by an impressive showing of internationally renowned Botanical Art by Elaine Musgrave and Friends at Fernbrook Garden Gallery.  

Looks like members of the Trail are starting to leverage off one another with their different activities.

That is part of the foundation of Hawkesbury Harvest – getting people to seen the benefits of leverage – a fundamental marketing and business development principle.  We believe that applies to local government areas as well and that is why HH extends across three local government areas – Hawkesbury, Baulkham Hills and Hornsby.
There is so much to see and do people might want to stay overnight.
Again HH caters for that as well.  There are a number of our members who provide accommodation and farm stays so people can make a booking and just have the best weekend going in September.  

www.hawkesburyharvest.com.au
One final thing Simon.  Baulkham Hills Orange Blossom Festival starts today for 18 days of celebration.  Two of the Festivals most dynamic events occur today with the Hills Cultural Festival beginning at 11.30 at Arthur Whiting Park near Castle Towers followed by the Twilight Street Parade at 6.30 pm.  The theme for this years event is the ‘Year of the Family’ so all those families out there should go and just have a great day.
