FARM GATE ROUNDUP    Saturday 6th December 2008 

Alan Eagle                02 4578 2326 (H) 0415244477 (M)   
REMINDER : Solicit Community Announcement Calls

Alan Good Morning,  

Good Morning Simon, what a great weekend we have for the listeners on the Farm Gate Trail.
How are the Vegies Going ?

They are really going well.  I got a call from David from Riverview Produce and he has 

Broccoli, Cabbage, Radish, Bok Choy, Capsicum, all the Lettuces, Leeks, Shallots and a lot more.   You can also find these at Mowbray Parks Produce and the Hawkesbury Vegetable Farm and Simon just talking about vegetable I rec’d a call from Glen who lives in the Liverpool area wanting to know if there was an opportunity to take is excess back yard vegies to a local market.

Can see that there could be an opportunity for these small back yard vegie growers to take their excess vegies to a Farm Gate Outlet or a Farmers Market.
Yes Simon, this is a key message.  There are outlets for this excess stock. I recall a person from Epping rang last year with an excess of Seville Oranges and Hawkesbury Harvest put her in contact with a Farm gate Outlet. A couple of days later over 100 Seville Oranges were out in the public arena, straight from the backyard.

Do you think there could ever be a Farmers Market that supported these backyard vegie growers.

Why not, but managing the demand and building the customer base do take some resources. Customers expect the supply to be there and this could be difficult, but if you get enough back yard farmers with enough energy anything can happen.

What’s happening with the Fruit.
Plenty of Peaches and Strawberries over at Galston 359.  Phil tells me they are really tasty. I was speaking with Mark from Cedar Creek Orchard about the Map launch and he tells me that he has some great peaches and nectarines. I asked him how the Apple season was coming along and he said he has a great crop of Galas.

What about in the Mountains, if I recall they had a light crop last year due to a pollination problems.

Shields Orchard, Pine Crest Orchard and Bilpin Springs Orchard report that the crop looks a lot heavier than the early part of this and they are expecting a better crop for 2009.

I know you cook a bit Simon so what I am I making.
10kg of Mince Beef

20 metres of Pastry

3 litre of Egg Wash

1kg of Bread Crumbs

Sounds like something very large, perhaps a large sausage roll.

Thats it Simon, Glenorie Bakery who are on the Farm Gate Trail are trying to break a world record today. The want to bake this roll and sell it off with the prceeeds going the the Childrens Hosptial at Westmead.  It will be a real carnival event with Santa, face painting etc for everyone.
Are there any eating contests ?

Yes Simon, but it is a bit early people are eating breakfast, so I’ll whisper it.  The first to down a half a metre of the roll will win a 45 minute helicopter flight over Sydney.

Lets hope they do have to take the trip straight after they have eaten it.

Anything else

Avoca Farmers Market on tomorrow, last one before Christmas.

Castle Hill Farmers market on next Saturday, should be a bumper market.

Rouse Hill Farmer Markets is on the 20th, we have bought this forward because of Christmas.

And don’t forget our Friday Market in the City will run every Friday upto and including the 19th December.

Anything Else,

Christmas Art Exhibition on at the Earthcare Centre today

And last week Hawkesbury Harvest was host to 50 national and international visitors who were in Sydney to attend the AgriFood XV Conference at Sydney University.  This annual AgriFood program began 15 years ago when a group of food scientists in Australia held a small conference to share ideas about food, health, environment etc. 

It has now become an international event attracting 110 people this year.  It is a really great to be able to take these international visitors along the farm gate trail. Young Monique and Tony from Lochiel House prepared a great meal for them using local and regional foods. Yum

How is map going ?
It is with the printer now and I am looking forward to seeing one, I‘ll get some to you as soon as possible. The launch is set down for the 16th and they will be at the local Visitor Information Centres shortly after.

All the details are on the website;
www.hawkesburyharvest.com.au
