A Sustainable World in the Hills’

A Sustainable World in the Hills’ is a project being undertaken by Baulkham Hills Shire Council, which encourages businesses to make a commitment in improving their sustainability performance in the workplace.  

 
The committed businesses will be assisted in reviewing their sustainability performance through a detailed assessment of their current ecological footprint. They will be encouraged and supported by Council in incorporating better environmental practices into their core business plans and management processes.
 
Council is offering a partnership to business highlighting benefits which will include:
 
·        Initial site inspections and meetings with key personnel informing them about available resources and information about the implementation and maintenance of sustainability practices;
·        Ongoing guidance and aid from the Project Officer and other Council personnel to the business owner, management and employees;
·        Providing communication links between the business and sustainability experts and other key stakeholders; 
·        Providing resources to businesses that will include existing sustainability tools, resources and programs;
·        Establishment of an effective network and communication relationship between participating businesses;
·        Providing incentives that include the promotion of the business in the local media and Council website as ‘Environmental Champions’ and ‘Good Corporate Citizens’.
 
Through discussions with Council’s Investigation Officers, Environmental Health and other Sustainability Officers, it has been identified that the business community that would benefit the most from this project would be the “Food Outlets” sector within the Hills Shire. From mobile food shops, independent retail food stores through to a la Carte restaurants and wholesale food outlets, this particular business community is a fast growing area, due to the rapid expansion of the Hills area, creating demand.
 
The identification of this targeted audience will not forsake other needy areas of the wider business community, it is about education for success, and then using those identified ‘Environmental Champions’ within the food outlet community, as examples to other business types, that implementing Sustainability measures within the workplace can and will result in numerous benefits. If, as the project advances, individual businesses outside the food outlet area, are identified as having a real need for the project’s resources, and/or show an expression of interest in the project’s aims and objectives, the project officer will contact the business and include them in the partnership program. 
 
The advertisement and promotion of the project will include a local media campaign, Council website, and an official written invitation to businesses in the Baulkham Hills Shire area. 

 
It would be greatly appreciated if you could assist Council in promoting this project to your members and to those businesses that would benefit from the highlighted opportunities.  
 

Should you wish to discuss this project further please feel free to contact Council’s Business Sustainability Project Officer on 9843 0362.
 

Kim Muffet
Business Sustainability Project Officer
Ph:  (02) 9843 0362
Fax: (02) 9843 0409 
kmuffet@bhsc.nsw.gov.au
