The Australian Regional Food Guide website (www.australianregionalfoodguide.com.au) is about to start the most exciting phase of its ten years – although let’s face it there have been many thrills along the way.

We think it’s only right that we should talk about it first here, and set the scene for this big project which we are launching first in NSW. It has been mentioned on our news page but now it is ready to roll.

Over the next two years the Department of State & Regional Development in NSW will identify 150 regional producers and will subsidise Premier Silver-plus listings for them on this website. In addition we will produce a monthly newsletter on their behalf which will go out to all major restaurateurs, chefs, providores and other producers in the state, bringing news from NSW regional producers. 

The idea of course is to stimulate interest and sales for the producers, and a greater use of regional produce. The result will enhance the producers’ profile so that the lucky shoppers and diners in NSW will have an opportunity to taste even more premium produce.

An information exchange like this needs constant monitoring and promotion. By aligning the listings with a regular newsletter from a major website such as ours, those that need to know about new products, any produce coming into season, and all changes in details, will be kept constantly informed.

We are very excited about this. The final wheels are about to go on this project and shortly you will see listings on the NSW regional pages with the Department of State & Regional Development logo on them,  signifying that they have been approved for this scheme.

Many of you will receive the initial newsletter and the monthly ones afterwards. And this is where you can help. PLEASE: Read it, forward it, and promote it. Your help and support will be invaluable.

Alternatively, if you are a producer in another state and would like to see a similar scheme where you live, please TELL US, or talk to your local or state government regional development representative. We hope and plan to ultimately offer this same promotion to all states and territories.

In the meantime, if anyone has any spare hours or minutes – can we have them please? I think we are going to need all the extra time we can get as we expect to be very, very busy!

Cheers for now,
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