The folks at Tizzana Winery have reason to feel pleased with themselves after receiving the results from this year’s Hawkesbury Show. Two gold, two silver and two bronze medals were awarded to local winemaker Peter Auld for his 2006 wine releases

One of the gold medals was for a very special rosé wine made from Aleatico grapes which imported into Australia by Dr Fiaschi in 1887. He grew the grape both at Tizzana and at his Mudgee vineyard and it is believed only three vineyards are growing the variety in Australia today. “We have been slowly learning the secrets of growing and processing this grape variety since 2000, previously making it into a sweet desert style” explains Peter. “In 2006 however we developed it into a light rosé style table wine with an off-dry finish and right from the start we knew we had a winner. The style fits perfectly with the subtle floral rose-water aromas that naturally occur with this variety. We called it ‘Ambrose’ after Ambrose Laraghy – one of Dr Fiashi’s longest serving managers”

Gold medal success was also achieved with a new red style developed by the Tizzana team, in part as the Hawkesbury’s answer to the current fashionable Shiraz / Voignier blends. The effect of blending Voignier (a white variety with a subtle apricot aroma) is to soften the shiraz and to mellow the shiraz spicy flavours. Peter and Jonathan Auld worked on blends of Shiraz with Aleatico and found it had the same effect of introducing a floral note into the wine but also some lovely complex red pepper characteristics. In keeping with all the Tizzana wines, an historic name was chosen for this wine ‘Tomasso’ which is named after Thomas Fiaschi – founder of Tizzana and the importer of the Aleatico grape into Australia.

Regular customers of the Tizzana red wines will be pleased to learn that the Tizzana ‘2006 Waterloo Shiraz’ and  ‘2005 Clarissa’ (Cabernet Sauvignon / Shiraz / Petit Verdot blend) both won silver medals in this year’s show. Tizzana’s two bronze medals were awarded to whites made from Semillon grapes for Colo Valley Wines (Jojo’s Jetty Wines) and Buckenbah, two small vineyards on the Colo River.
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